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Identifying the Next Generation of Cricket Talent

Introduction:

Cricket has always been a sport where raw talent meets opportunity. However, with the rise
of franchise leagues, domestic tournaments, and international schedules, the challenge is no
longer just about talent—but about visibility. While some players make headlines through
conventional pathways, many promising cricketers remain under the radar, despite having
performance metrics comparable to top-tier players.

This scouting report aims to bridge that gap by using data-driven analysis to identify
emerging stars—players who may not yet have the spotlight but have consistently delivered
in domestic circuits. By leveraging advanced statistical metrics, this report presents a
rigorous, unbiased evaluation of players who have outperformed expectations and could
soon make their mark on the bigger stage.

Purpose of the Report:

0 To identify and analyse top-performing domestic players who have the potential to
break into international cricket.

0 To compare their key performance metrics with established players and highlight
why they stand out.

0 To provide insights into their playing style and impact, offering a data-backed
approach to talent scouting.

Methodology:

This report follows a quantitative and qualitative approach to player scouting. Players were
selected based on:

0 Performance Metrics: Consistency, Impact, Efficiency (e.g., Strike Rate, Economy
Rate, Wicket %, Boundary %).

O Role-Specific Strengths: Identifying batters who dominate in different phases of the
game & bowlers who thrive under pressure.

0 Comparative Analysis: Evaluating how domestic talent stacks up against established
international players.
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Identifying the Next Generation of Game-Changing Batters

In modern cricket, batting is no longer just about scoring runs—it’s about how quickly and
effectively those runs are scored. With the rise of T20 leagues and aggressive ODI strategies,
batters must adapt to different conditions, bowlers, and game situations.

However, many promising batters in domestic circuits remain unnoticed despite their
impressive numbers. This section aims to highlight underrated batting talents who have
consistently delivered but have not yet received the recognition they deserve.

Player Criteria:

The players are analysed based on Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy data from 2021 — 24.
Below are the criteria to filter players from domestic circle and international circle to
compare them.

Stage Min Matches Min Runs Notes
New Players(SMA) 15 350 No IPL/t20i after 2023
Established Players
(IPL/t20i) 20 2000

What Makes a Batter Stand Out?

To ensure a data-driven and unbiased selection, ul Batting Weighted Ranking Formula
this report evaluates batters based on: ol itz bt o
. Consistency Score of innings with 30+ runs (measures 30%
onsistenc core — AoOw otten ey score reliability)
0 C tency S H ften they
im pactful runs (30+ per innlngS) i Boundary % “/u of bla]lls hit for 4s/6s (shows aggression & 20%
impac
0 Boundary % — Ability to accelerate the Strike Rate Overall SR (runs per 100 balls) 20%
Scoring rate W|th 45 & 65. Strike Rate Under Pressure = SR in overs 16-20 (clutch performance in 15%
. high-pressure situations)
<> Strl ke Rate (Ove ra ” & U nder Pressu re) - Dot Ball % (Inverted) Shows ability to rotate strike (lower is 15%
Efficiency in normal & high-pressure better)

situations (death overs).
O Dot Ball % — Ability to rotate strike and keep the scoreboard moving.
Impact score for each batter is calculated based on above mentioned 5 criteria as per
weighted ranking to filter top performers.

Why This Matters?

0 These batters have outperformed expectations in their respective domestic leagues.

¢ Their stats match or exceed those of established players, proving they are ready for
bigger opportunities.

¢ By identifying them early, teams can invest in future match-winners before they hit
mainstream recognition.
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Top Find — Batters

1. Tanmay Agarwal:

O Player Overview: Born May 3, 1995, in Hyderabad,
Tanmay Agarwal is a left-handed opener and Hyderabad
captain. He holds the fastest first-class triple-century
(366 off 147) and has played for Sunrisers Hyderabad in
the IPL.

Role: Left = Handed Opening Batter
Playing Style: Aggressive opening with powerplay impact

Tanmay

MATCHES

0 Strengths & Weakness: vl
Strengths: BOUNDRY %

e Explosive Powerplay Batter: High SR (125.16) in batting pornL e
powerplay

e Strike Rotation: His ability to rotate strike enables his
batting partner score runs at much higher pace.

Areas for Improvement:

e Consistency Score: Have converted striker matches - runs strike._rate
. . text 8 bigint 8 numeric u numeric 8
only 7 out of 15 innings to 30+ score . s 0 1386
e Spinin powerplay: Of the 7 times he  ranuiBudan 15 229 12312
got caught out, 4 came in powerplay """ f 19 12518
d 3 f h h t . ht Bavanaka Sandeep 8 143 106.72
an or which were to rlg arm Himalay Agarwal 9 132 100.76

spinners.

0 Comparison with established players:

Metric Tanmay Comparable Player(SR)
Powerplay SR 125.16 Virat Kohli(125.94)
Middle over SR 127.93 David Miller(123.81)
Death SR 247.06 Suryakumar Yadav (220.07)

¢ Ideal role:
e Aggressive opener & Anchor — to — accelerator batter
e Impact player in death overs

0 Conclusion: Agarwal is a high-impact top-order batter with an aggressive
powerplay approach and the ability to accelerate under pressure. His
consistency and adaptability make him a strong candidate for T20 leagues
and higher-level competition.
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2. Prerak Mankad:

O Player Overview: Born April 23, 1994, Prerak Mankad is
a versatile batting all-rounder for Saurashtra. He has
played for PBKS and LSG in the IPL since his 2022 debut,
adding depth with his right-handed batting and medium
pace.

Role: Right-Handed Batter, Right-Arm Medium Bowler
Playing Style: Explosive middle-order batter with
medium-pace bowling ability

Prerak
MATCHES
O Strengths & Weakness: RUNS
Strengths: b
BOUNDRY %
DEATH SR
e Explosive middle order batter — High strike rate in all WICKET %
DEATH ECO
phases
e Handy Middle overs bowler: Has 9 wickets in 13 matches
that he bowled in Middle overs T T e

Areas for Improvement:

e PP Dot ball: Has higher(48%) dot balls in PP
e Death bowling: Has bowled only once in PP at 8.77 Economy; small
dataset hence can be used more in death

0 Comparison with established players:

Metric Prerak Comparable Player
Middle over SR 138.67 Hardik Pandya(118.43)
Death SR 187.50 Andre Russell(179.02)
Wicket Taking % 69.23 Cameroon Green(70)

O Ideal role:
e Middle order aggressor
e Part-time medium pacer
e Backup finisher

¢ Conclusion: He is a dynamic batting all-rounder with explosive strike rates
across all phases. His versatility and ability to contribute as a middle-overs
bowler make him a valuable asset, positioning him as a strong contender for
higher-level competition.
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3. Samarth Vyas:

O Player Overview: Born November 28, 1995, in Rajkot,
Gujarat, represents Saurashtra. He debuted in first-class
cricket on November 23, 2015. In 2023, SRH acquired
him for X20 lakh in the IPL auction, though he was
released after one season.

Role: Right — Handed middle order Batter, Leg-break
googly bowler
Playing Style: Aggressive stroke-maker

Samarth

MATCHES

O Strengths & Weakness: RUNS
. STRIKE RATE
Stren ths' BOUNDRY %
DOT BALL %

e Aggressive Stroke maker: Hits boundary every 4% ball in PP SR

DEATH SR

PP & in Death overs
e Consistent Strike Rate: Maintains i | et bt - | (——
. Ml By 8 8 8 L 8 a
momentum throughout the inning G = m | = 2

boundry_pet
bigint

Middle 9 210 135.48 38 %
Death 4 a5 14516 4 25

Areas for Improvement:

e PP Dot ball: Has higher(51%) dot balls in PP
e Low Conversion: Has scored only 5 30+ score in 16 innings

0 Comparison with established players:

Metric Samarth Comparable Player
Middle over SR 135.48 KL Rahul(138.71)
Death SR 187.50 Andre Russell(179.02)
Boundary % 20.58% Rishab Pant(17.78%)

0 Ideal role:
e Middle order aggressor
e Anchor accelerator

¢ Conclusion: He is a dynamic middle-order batsman renowned for his
aggressive stroke play and impressive strike rates across all game phases. His
ability to accelerate scoring positions him as a valuable asset. Enhancing
strike rotation and conversion rates could further elevate his impact.
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4. Himmat Singh:

O Player Overview: Aright-handed middle-order batter
known for his adaptability and composure under
pressure. Representing Delhi in domestic cricket, he
combines a strong powerplay strike rate with stability in
the middle overs, making him a reliable asset for limited-
overs formats.

0 Role: Right — Handed middle order Batter

O Playing Style: Steady middle-order anchor & finisher

Himmat
O Strengths & Weakness: MATCHES
Strengths: ok
—g_' STRIKE RATE

BOUNDRY %

e Boundary in Middle Overs: Finds gap in middle overs "":’P;‘('

e Middle over strike rotation: Strike rate of 116.47 in DEATH SR
middle overs, rotates strike so partner scores more

non_striker striker runs sr

text L text & numeric & numeric 8
Areas for Improvement: Himmat Singh N Rana 80 166.67
Himmat Singh A Badoni 52 94.55
e Dot ball: Has overall dot% of 37% but in  HimmatSingh  Lalit Yadav | 23S
death overs t 1 29% e e |
e Low Conversion: Has scored only 7 25+
score in 17 innings
0 Comparison with established players:
Metric Himmat Comparable Player
Middle over SR 116.47 Manish Pandey(117.88)
Death SR 146.30 Tilak Varma(148.36)
Batting Average 3291 Aiden Markram(30.54)

0 Ideal role:
e Middle order anchor & accelerator

0 Conclusion: He is a versatile middle-order batter with the ability to shift
gears based on the game situation. His strong powerplay strike rate and
composure under pressure make him a valuable asset for teams looking for a
balanced and adaptable batter. With better conversion rates, he could be a
key performer at higher levels.
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Identifying the Next Generation of Game-Changing Bowlers

Bowling in modern cricket goes beyond just taking wickets—it’s about dictating play,
adapting to different match situations, and thriving under pressure. With the evolution of
T20 leagues and aggressive batting, bowlers must excel across all phases—powerplay,
middle overs, and death overs.

Despite their consistent performances, many talented bowlers in domestic cricket remain
overlooked. This section identifies emerging bowlers who have delivered outstanding results

but have yet to receive the recognition they deserve.

Player Criteria:

The players are analysed based on Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy data from 2021 — 24.
Below are the criteria to filter players from domestic circle and international circle to
compare them.

Stage Min Matches Min Wickets Notes
New Players(SMA) 17 17 No IPL/t20i after 2023
Established Players
(IPL/t20i) 80 80

What Makes a Bowler Stand Out?

To ensure a data-driven and unbiased selection, this report evaluates bowlers based on:
O Wicket-Taking % — How often they take

wickets per over bowled.

% Weighted Ranking Formula for Bowlers

Metric Why It Matters? Weightage (%)
<> Economy Rate (OVe ra ” & Phase—Ba Sed) - Wicket-Taking % % of overs where bowler takes a wicket 30%
(impactful bowling)
EfﬁCIency In restricti ng runs. Dot Ball % % of balls where no runs were scored 20%
- . ( -building)
0 Dot Ball % — Ability to build pressure and pressureRuang
Economy Rate Overall runs conceded per over (control & 20%
control the game. efficiency)
. . Death Overs Economy (16-20)  Ability to bowl in pressure situations 15%
O Strike Rate (Balls per Wicket) — How .
Strike Rate (Balls per Wicket) Measures how often a bowler takes a wicket 15%

frequently they take wickets.
O  Death Overs Performance — Ability to deliver in high-pressure situations.
Each bowler’s Impact Score is calculated using a weighted ranking system based on the above
criteria, ensuring that the top performers are identified objectively.

Why This Matters?

0 These bowlers have consistently outperformed expectations in domestic cricket.
O Their statistics showcase their readiness for higher levels.
O Investing in them will create future bowling leaders.
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1. Yash Thakur:

O Player Overview: Yash Thakur, born 28 Dec 1998 is a right-arm medium-fast
bowler known for his wicket-taking ability and control in
powerplay and death overs. Representing Vidarbha, he
combines a strong strike rate with an impressive
economy, making him a valuable asset for limited overs
cricket.

Role: Right arm medium pace bowler
Playing Style: Wicket taking seamer with control in PP &
Death overs

Yash

MATCHES

O Strengths & Weakness: WICKETS
. W TAKING %

Strengths: i

BOWL SR

o Wicket taking machine: 29 wickets in 17 matches PP ECO

DEATH ECO

e Death over specialist: Economy of 6.58 in death

Areas for Improvement:

totalwickets o wickeLiaking_pct o dotballpct o bowling_average o bowling_sirike_rate o
bigint B numeric numeric numeric numeric

PP 17 10 47.06 4576 18.30 17.70

over.type o matches_bowled
. Middle Overs: Concedes Middle 9 3 3333 3692 3500 2167

runs at 9.91 in mlddle Death 14 16 57.14 27.20 8.56 7.81
over & Average of 35

0 Comparison with established players:

Metric Yash Comparable Player
Death Over Eco 6.58 Jasprit Bumrah(6.70)
PP Eco 6.20 Adil Rashid(6.89)
Bowling SR 12.66 Mark Wood(14.36)

O Ideal role:
e Opening Spell specialist
e Death over enforcer

O Conclusion: He is a high-impact pacer with exceptional wicket-taking ability and a
strong economy in powerplay and death overs. His ability to strike frequently and
control the run rate makes him a strong contender for higher-level opportunities.
With improved middle-overs economy, he could become a complete fast-bowling
asset.
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2. Darshan Nalkande:

O Player Overview: Born on 4 Oct 1998, he is a right-arm
fast bowler known for his ability to strike regularly while
maintaining control across all phases. With a strong dot
ball percentage and effective economy, he remains a
reliable wicket-take.

Role: Right arm medium pace bowler
Playing Style: Wicket taking seamer with control in
Middle overs & Effective in Death overs

Darshan
MATCHES
O Strengths & Weakness: WICKETS
St rengths: W TAKING %
L. AVERAGE
e Death over Efficiency: Controls runs at ER of 7.42 and SR —_
of 5.07 PP ECO
. . DEATH ECO
e High Dot ball%:Builds pressure(38.46%)
Areas for Improvement:
e Middle overs: Gets _ _
over_type a s:‘l::ws.p\ayed 8 funs_conceded a Ibc‘-::‘_‘wmkels a ml::z_nmg: a mtvz.stnkeJatz 8 :j?“n:r‘:y 8

wicket once every 4th e ® e 8 e
PP 18 259 g 78 228 e

match Only at an Middle 12 n7 3 39.00 31.67 7.80
’ Death 9 89 15 593 507 7.42
average of 39

¢ Comparison with established players:

Metric Darshan Comparable Player
PP Eco 7.62 Arshdeep Singh(7.79)
Death Dot ball% 38.46 Mitchell Starc(39.01)
Bowling AVG 17.22 Josh Hazlewood(20.86)

O Ideal role:
e Economical Powerplay & Middle over Bowler
e Death over wicket taker

O Conclusion: He is a high-potential T20 bowler with a proven ability to take wickets
and restrict scoring in key phases. His control in middle and death overs makes him a
valuable asset. With refined powerplay execution, he could become a complete
white-ball bowler; perhaps a player of the generation!
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3. Atit Sheth:

O Player Overview: Atit Sheth is a skilled medium-pacer known for his effectiveness

in middle and death overs. With a solid strike rate and a
strong wicket-taking percentage, he thrives under pressure.

Role: Right arm medium pace bowler
Playing Style: Constant wicket taker in middle & death
overs

O Strengths & Weakness:
Strengths:
e Middle over impact: 10 wickets at 7.42 Eco b
e Last Over Wickets: Has caused 3 runouts in last over, with ::Ti;::
0 no balls in death overs WITRRING %

AVERAGE

Atit

BOWL SR

Areas for Improvement: MIDDLE ECO

DEATH ECO

e Powerplay: Has only 7 wickets at an average of 35 in
powerplay

overtype o runsconcedsd o - totaluickets o boundarypot o bowling strke sate o economy
text numeric bigint & numeric numeric numeric

PP 251 7 17.51 31.00 6.97
Middle 144 10 1538 .70 7.58

Death 222 13 21.32 10.46 10.09

0 Comparison with established players:

Metric Atit Comparable Player
Middle Over W % 66.67 Harshal Patel(63.57)
Death Dot ball% 27.94 Sam Curran(24.56)
Bowling AVG 20.57 Mark Wood(19.40)

¢ Ideal role:
e Middle over wicket taker
e Death over enforcer

0  Conclusion: Atit Sheth is a dependable medium pacer who thrives in the middle and
death overs, consistently taking wickets. His ability to maintain pressure with dot
balls and break key partnerships makes him a valuable asset. If he improves his
powerplay penetration and death-over economy, he could develop into a high-
impact bowler at the next level.
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4. Ninad Rathva:

O Player Overview: Born 10 March 1999, he is a disciplined left-arm spinner with an
impressive economy across all phases. His ability to control
runs and strike regularly makes him a reliable middle-overs
option.

Role: Left-arm orthodox spinner
Playing Style: Economical spinner with consistent control
throughout the game

O  Strengths & Weakness:

Ninad

Strengths:
. . MATCHES
e Economy: Maintains low economy rate across formats S,
and match W TAKING %
. . . . AVERAGE
e Last Over Wickets: Has wicket taking % of 75 in death e
overs MIDDLE ECO

DEATH ECO

Areas for Improvement:

° Adapta b|||ty: Conhnulng tO ::::.tvw a :;‘I:[hesm\ﬂwd 8 total_wickets a ::::\;lw.oﬂ a wicket_taking.pct a ﬁi::!::l;r:y a

bigint  ® numeric  ®  numeric

adapt to different playing e . ' 926 nn em

.. .. Middle 18 4 8.50 38.89 593

conditions and opposition y :
strategies will be crucial for

his development.

0 Comparison with established players:

Metric Ninad Comparable Player

Economy 6.13 M Teekshana(7.10)

Death Dot ball% 36% Jasprit Bumrah(35%)
PP Boundary % 9.26 Mahedi Hassan(12.17)

¢ Ideal role:
e Middle over specialist; able to apply pressure on batting side
e Flexible & adaptable bowler suitable for all match phases

0 Conclusion: His economical bowling, wicket-taking ability, and adaptability make
him a valuable asset. With improved strike rate and powerplay impact, he has the
potential to become a complete spin-bowling option at higher levels.
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5. Chirag Jani:
O Player Overview: Aged 35, he is a seasoned medium-fast bowler known for his
control and versatility across all phases. With a strong
economy in the powerplay and the ability to maintain
pressure, he is a reliable option. Enhancing his wicket-taking
and death-over execution could elevate his impact further.

Role: Right-Arm-Medium-Fast-Bowler
Playing Style: Control-oriented seamer

O Strengths & Weakness:

Strengths: Chirag
e Reliable in PP: Economy of 7.32 with tight control earlyon """
e Consistency & Adaptability: Maintains pressure with W TAKING %
disciplined bowling & experience in all phases 2&“:“5;
e Partner up: Creates such impact that improves bowling MIDDLE ECO
PP ECO

partner’s stats
- - o Tt oy b o

£l 6.06 1478 1472

PN Mankad Tandem With Chirag 2 a8 2421 1647

Areas for Improvement:

e Wicket Taking: Need to work on wicket taking ability become actual
impact player

0 Comparison with established players:

Metric Ninad Comparable Player

PP Economy 7.50 Reece Topley(7.35)
Middle Over Economy 7.83 Md. Siraj(7.62)

PP Dot Ball % 37.40 Anrich Nortje(37.55)

O Ideal role:
e Powerplay economical swing bowler
e Middle over bowling partner to wicket takers

O Conclusion: Chirag is a versatile seamer who enhances his bowling partners’
effectiveness while maintaining control across phases. With improved wicket-taking
and death-over execution, he can establish himself as a reliable fast-bowling asset in
competitive cricket.
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